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Erskine Norman White. 

boro, now Lakeville, where he married Hope Higgins (or 
Huggins), whose wedding veil and white slippers, with high 
heels, are still in the possession of a descendant. Hope 
Nelson was a woman of marked character. There a tradi­
tion that, in her early married days, she had a hand-to-hand 
conflict with an Indian, whom she caught pilfering in the cellar 
of her house. She lived to the age of one hundred and five. 

This Mr. Nelson and his wife were the first in their part 
of the country to adopt the views of the Baptists, and for 
several years they travelled every Sunday to a distant village 
to attend services with others of like faith, and later they built 
a house at the place, in which, upon such occasions, they could 
spend Sundays. Their son (4), Lieutenant Thomas (1716-
1768), married Judith Pierce. Following hitp was (5) Thomas 
(1739-1819). The son of this Thomas was (6) the Rev. 
Stephen S. Nelson, the grandfather of Mrs. White. He was 
born October 5th, 1772, and died December 8th, 1853. He 
married Emilia Robins. and as a Baptist minister was settled 
in Hartford, Connecticut; Sing Sing, N ew York, and Attle­
boro, Massachusetts. In Sprague's "Annals of the American 
Pulpit," it is recorded that was the first liberally educated 
minister of his denomination in New England. His son (7), 
John Gill Nelson (1802-1874), was throughout his life a 
merchant in New York City, and for many years an elder in 
the Mercer Street Presbyterian Church. 

Mrs. White's mother was Eunice Ripley, a daughter of 
John Ripley and Susanna Greenleaf. She was born in 1810, 
and died September 27th, 1882. Her parents having both 
died in her infancy, she was brought up in the family of an 
older married sister, Mrs. Eliza Tracy, the wife of Frederick 
Tracy, a merchant living in New York, and for this older sister 
her daughter was named. 
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Mr. White became, upon his ordination, pastor of the 
Reformed Dutch Church at Richmond, Staten Island, New 
York, and remained there until November, 1862. 

During the summer of that year, he accompanied the 
Twenty-second Regiment of New York to Harper's Ferry, 
Virginia, where it was encamped upon guard duty for three 
months. He served as acting chaplain, his brother, Charles 
T. White, and his brother-in-law, Dr. Benjamin Lee, being 
respectively quarter-master and surgeon of the same regiment. 

He was pastor of the Presbyterian Church at New 
Rochelle, New York, from November, 1862, to August, 1868; 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church, in Buffalo, N ew York, 
from October, 1868, to November, 1874; and of. the West 
Twenty-third Street Presbyterian Church in New York City, 
from the latter date until June, 1886, when he became the 
Corresponaing Secretary of the Board of Church Erection of 
the Presbyterian Church, which position he still (1905) holds. 

In 1874, he received from the University of New York 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology (S. T. D.). 

In addition to a number of articles in reviews and 
several "occasional" sermons, he has published a History of 
the West Twenty-third Street Church, and an essay upon 
baptism, entitled, "Why Infants are Baptized." 

Mrs. White, after an illness of more than a year, died 
March 31st, 1894. She was peculiarly fitted for the position 
she held as a pastor's wife; his associate, to whom he turned 
for counsel in all his professional work, and the centre of the 
social life of the parish. She was an accomplished musician, 
endowed by nature with a singularly sweet and flexible voice, 
which had been so carefully cultivated that her singing, 
whether of secular or sacred music, was a delight to her family 
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and her friends. As was said at her funeral service by one who 
knew her well: 

"Four times, in four widely separated, widely diverse parishes, 
she held her place, not as the mere wife of the pastor, but as a force 
and moulding influence herself in each parish." 

Another friend of many years, who as a young girl 
had been a parishioner, writes: 

"One's first impression of Mrs. White was of her beauty, 
freshness, vitality. Her gracious presence and charm of manner, with 
her rarely beautiful voice, at once made you welcome and surrounded 
you with an atmosphere of happiness. These graces were, however, 
but the outward expression of her inner life. At the root was a force 
which made her charm real and lasting, and these inward qualities 
are the ones that come first to my mind when I think of her. The 
deep nature, strength of character, good judgment; the loving heart 
which made her so valuable as well as beloved in the noblest, sweetest 
concerns of life-these will perhaps indicate in a measure what manner 
of woman she was." 

CHILDREN OF ERSKINE NORMAN AND ELIZA TRACY (NELSON) 

WHITE. 

I. Nelson Ripley, born at Richmond, New York, 
December 12th, 1860. 

2. Stanley, born at Richmond, New York, May 2d, 
1862. 

3. Edith N omlan, born at New Rochelle, New York, 
May 9th, 1864. 

4. Helen Wellesley, born at New Rochelle, New York, 
February 28th, 1867. 

5. Oeveland, born at Buffalo, New York, August 15th, 

6. Howard EFskine, born at Buffalo, N ew York, 
. September 27th, 1874. 
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Of these, Nelson Ripley, a young man of bright 
promise, died September 19th, 1880, in his twentieth year, 
while a member of the Sophomore Class at Princeton College; 
and Cleveland, the third son, died in infancy, September 25th, 
1872 • 

2. Stanley, second son of Erskine Norman and Eliza 
Tracy (Nelson) White, graduated at Princeton College in 1884. 
and at Union Theological Seminary in 1887. 

He was licensed as a candidate for the ministry by the 
Presbytery of N ew York, and ordained as a Presbyterian 
minister. January 11th. 1888, by the Presbytery of Morris and 
Orange, and installed as pastor of the Hillside Presbyterian 
Church, Orange, New Jersey, which position he still holds 
(1905). He has been for a number of years Stated Clerk of 
his Presbytery, a Trustee of the Synod of New Jersey, and 
Secretary of the Board. He is a Director of the Orange 
Valley Social Settlement. and of the Orange Bureau of Asso­
ciated Charities, and a member of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science. 

He married. May 20th, IBgI. Henrietta Logan, daughter 
of Strickland and Margaretta Sybilla Kneass, of Philadelphia. 

Mrs. White, upon her father's side, was of Dutch 
lineage. Her great-grandfather was Christopher Kneass, who 
married Anna Justina Feltman, a daughter of John Kilgan 
Feltman, born in Arnheim, Germany, 1751. Her grandfather, 
William Kneass, as an engraver of considerable eminence, was 
employed in that capacity in the United States Mint. His wife 
was Mary Jane Honeyman. 

Mrs. White's iather, Strickland Kneass, was born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. July 29th. 1821, and died in 
Philadelphia, January 14th, 1884. He graduated as civil' 
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engineer at the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute of Troy, New 
York; was assistant engineer and topographer of the State of 
Pennsylvania; was in 1869 one of the commissioners to deter­
mine the boundary lines of that State; as an engineer of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, he laid out the famous "Horseshoe 
Curve" at Altoona, and was chief engineer and surveyor of the 
city of Philadelphia. In 1872, he became assistant of the 

. President of the Pennsylvania Railroad. which position he held 
until his death. 

Through her mother, Mrs. White is a descendant of 
the Honorable George Bryan, who was born in Ireland in 
1730; came to this country in early manhood, and died in 1792. 
He was a man of political distinction; drafted the State's 
emancipation law, was president of the Committee of Safety, 
and a judge of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 

His son, the father of Mrs. Strickland Kneass, and 
grandfather of Mrs. White, was the second George Bryan 
(1766-1838). He was clerk of the Pennsylvania State Senate, 
auditor-general from lSog to 1821, and prominent in the 
politics of the Democratic Party. He married, November 
19th, ISoI, Anna Maria Steinman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley White have had five children: 
(I) Eleanor Stanley, born March 26th, 1892. 
(2) Margaretta Kneass, born March 10th, ISgS. 

(3) Erskine Norman, born May 3d, ISgg. 
(4) John Strickland, born December 24th, 1903. 
(S) Elizabeth Howard, born December 24th, 1903; 

died July 13th, 1904. 

6. Howard Erskine, sixth child and fourth son of 
Erskine Norman and Eliza Tracy (Nelson) White, graduated 
at Princeton College in ISgS. He studied in the office of 
Messrs. Ritch and Woodford, classmates of his father's, and 
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in the New York. Law School, and was admitted to the bar 
in 1897. He is a practicing attorney and counsellor-at-Iaw in 
New York City, and resides (1905) in Rye, New York. 

He married, at Ogontz, Pennsylvania, October 14th, 
ISgg, Virginia Thomas, daughter of Thomas Earp and Lillie 
(Thomas) Shoemaker. She was born November 12th, 1876. 

Her first ancestor of whom there is record upon her 
father's side was (I) George Schumacher, of Germany, Europe. 
His son, (2) George, was born in Heidelburg about 1662, and 
died in 1685. He had adopted the views of the "Friends" or 
"Quakers," and in January, 1686, his widow, Sarah, came to 
this country, and settled in Cheltenham Township, Pennsyl­
vania, in the neighborhood of Philadelphia. She acquired two 
hundred acres of land, which received the name of Shoemaker­
town, the family name having been Anglicized. The name of 
the town was changed a few years ago to Ogontz, and is still 
the residence of Mrs. White's father, a lineal descendant in 
sixth generation. The line of descent is through (3) Abraham; 
(4) Benjamin, born 1727; (5) Robert, born 1754; (6) Richard 
M., born 1783; (7) Robert, born 1817; (8) Thomas Earp, born 
1852, the father of Mrs. \Vhite. 

Upon her mother's side, Mrs. White is of Welsh 
ancestry, being descended from Henry Thomas, of Swansea, 
Wales, born in 1776, and married to Jane Thomas in 1800. 
His son, John Thomas, was born in lSoI. His grandson, 
Henry Thomas, born July 9th, 1830, came to this country in 
J852, and in 1854 married Virginia Girard. Their daughter, 
Lillie, born October loth, 1855, married, November 4th, 1875, 
Thomas Earp Shoemaker. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Erskine Whit~ have two children: 
(I) Thomas Shoemaker, born November 10th, 1901. 
(2) Stanley Cleveland, born January 22d, 1903. • 

Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



~ 
oj 
!-< 

:a 
~ 
....l 
....l 
:,) 
0:1 

" ;;J 
~ 

f-t 
<fl r.; 
0: 
« 
:: 

U 
vi 
~ 

::E 
Q 
Z .-. 

= ::E 

~ 

Digitized by Google 



Charles Trumbull White. 123 

III. CHARLES TRUMBULL WHITE. 

Charles Trumbull, fourth child and second son of 
Norman and Mary Abiah (Dodge) White, was born at No. 
14 Clinton Place, New York City, January 20th, 1835. 

He was educated at private schools, principally in New 
York, and at about the age of sixteen entered upon a business 
career in the office of his father's finn, White & Sheffield, 
importers and dealers in paper and paper materials. A year 
or two later he accompanied his parents in a trip abroad, and 
after their return. remained for a year in Paris, connecting 
himself with the office of the Messrs. Bossange & Co., business 
correspondents of his father's firm, thus acquiring a knowledge 
of foreign business methods and perfecting himself in the 
French language. 

In 1857, he became a member of the firm of White & 
Sheffield, and remained connected with it until its dissolution, 
in 1870. 

In 1863, with his father, he became interested in the 
type foundry which had been established by his grandfather's 
cousin, Elihu White, early in the century, and which was 
continued under the firm name of White & Company until 
1870, when it was sold to the younger partners of the concern, 
by whom and their successors the business has continued until 
the present time (1905). 

Upon the dissolution of the above partnerships, and 
the retiracy of his father from active business, Mr. White 
entered upon the manufacture of drugs and chemicals, and so 
continued until 1885. Failing health, in 1887, brought his 
active business life to a close. 

Mr. White married, September 30th, 1857, Georgiana, 
daughter of Josiah Nelson Starin, of Auburn, New York. 
The wedding was at Auburn, and the marriage service was by 
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the Rev. Matson Meier-Smith, the husband of Mr. White's 
older sister. 

Mrs. White was born in Auburn, September 25th, 1837, 
and was an older sister of Henry Gaylord Starin, who a few 
years later married her husband's youngest sister, Grace 
Stanley White. As the details of the ancestry of the Starin 
family are given later, in connection with the descendants of 
that name, they are here omitted. * 

Throughout their married life, the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. White was in New York City. 

Although of somewhat slight and delicate physique, Mr. 
White was in his youth particularly fond of out-door exercise. 
He was a good horseman, and in his vacations sought recrea­
tion in riding, fishing and shooting. It was as an indirect 
consequence of his taste for athletic exercise that he bore a 
part in organizing the Twenty-second Regiment of the 
National Guard of New York, with which he was for several 
years connected. This regiment, originally known as the 
"Union Grays," was formed in 1861, at a critical period in the 
Civil War, by the union of several unattached companies not 
previously part of the regular National Guard. Thefollowing 
account of the addition of two such bodies is given in the 
history of tlieregiment written by General George W. Win­
gate and published in 18g6: 

"Among these were the City Cadets, which joined as Com­
panies G and H. This had its origin In 'The White Ball Club,' which 
was formed in 1858, and was named after Charles Trumbull White. 
On April 22d, 1861, the Club held a meeting at the house of Mr. White, 
381 Fifth Avenue, and decided to form themseh-es into a drill club, 
'for the purpose of defending the lives and property of the citizens, 
and the harbor of New York, in the absence of the regular militia, 
who had gone to the war.' The company took the name of the City 

* See page 147. 
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Cadets. On May 8th, 1861, it had increased to such numbers that it 
was divided into two companies, and these were present at the meeting 
at which the Union Grays was organized, and joined it in a body as 
Company G and Company H." 

The Twenty-second Regiment was called into active 
service in the summer of 1862, and was in camp at Harper's 
Ferry, Virginia, for three months, Mr. White holding the 
position of quarter-master. 

Again in 1863, when the army of General Lee invaded 
Pennsylvania, the brigade to which the regiment was attached 
was called to the front, Mr. White during this campaign 
holding the position of adjutant of the brigade. It was at this 
time that the fierce draft riots occurred in New York City, 
and the brigade, after a service of several weeks, was hastily 
recalled, to take its part in quelling the insurrection at home. 

This military service was, however, but a passing 
incident in Mr. White's life at a time when the dangers 
threatening the very life of the nation summoned to its defence 
all who were truly loyal to their country. 

Mr. White was fond of music, and in his earlier years 
sang with skill and expression. He had also literary tastes, 
to which he occasionally gave expression in writing. Becom­
ing interested at one time, in connection with his Bible class, 
in the story of the Magi, he published a little volume, entitled, 
"The Three Wise Men," which embodied all that is known or 
is reported by tradition of their visit to Bethlehem and their 
after career. The book was illustrated with copies of a number 
of well known pictures. 

Throughout his life his deepest interests were in 
religious work. In his boyhood, he was a member of the old 
Mercer Street Church, of which his father was for so many 
years an elder, and in later days, when the Church of the 
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Covenant, upon Park A venue, was organized, he took an active 
part in its support, being dected an elder and serving in that 
office until his death. For many years, and until his failing 
health forbade, he personally conducted a religious service 
every Sunday afternoon at ·'The Nursery and Child's Hos­
pital," on Lexington A venue, and practically acted as pastor 
of its inmates. visiting them in the wards, advising them and 
interesting himself constantly in their welfare. 

In 1885, his health, undermined by undue application 
to a business which was causing him serious anxiety, began 
to fail, and a decline in strength commenced, continuing until 
his death, which occurred at Rye, New York, February 9th, 
1890. 

The words spoken at his funeral by his pastor, the Rev. 
Dr. Marvin R. Vincent, truly portray his character: 

"Some men are naturally better than others. .Some take more 
readily the mould of Christian influence and training, and are more 
susceptible to the powers of the world to come. Such was our friend. 
He had a natural affinity for what was good and pure. If there were 
things lovely and of good report, if there were any virtue or any praise, 
the bent of his nature was to think on those things: it was alike affec­
tionate and sensitive, pervaded with a love for the beautiful in nature 
and art. His tastes inclined to study, to books and literature, and he 
was constitutionally but ill adapted to the hard and sharp contacts 
of business. 

"As his personality comes before us, certain prominent traits 
appeal to our grateful and loving memory: 

"I. Hill conscientiousness. This extended to everything. I 
do not think he liked the routine of business, and I used to wonder 
how he ever drifted into it: but accepting it as the sphere into which 
God's providence bad thrown him, he carried into it the most punc­
tilious fidelity, and it needs not to be said, the most scrupulous 
integrity. 

"2. Hii unselfishness. I speak to-day as an intimate friend. 
If ever I knew a man through and through to his inmost heart, it 
was Charles White. And I say without hesitation he was the most 
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unselfish man I ever knew. He always had some one's interests or 
burdens on his heart, and his mind was constantly occupied with plans 
to make some one happy or to relieve some one of care and sorrow. 
He never spared himself. I doubt if he ever thought of himself when 
others were concerned. He threw himself into their interests and 
pleasures, and laid a helping hand to their burdens as if he had the 
strength and endurance of a giant. 

"3. His Christian activity. He was a man who never sought 
prominence. He preferred to work in the shadow of others, and 
never assumed leadership unless it was forced upon him; but his life 
was full to overflowing with Christian ministries. In private inter­
course, he was on the watch for opportunities of directing attention 
to the claims of God and of duty. His unobtrusiveness, tact, delicacy 
and transparent sincerity not only disarmed every suspicion, but 
invited confidence and commanded respect. People honored the man 
who with so much dignity and winning sweetness asserted the honor 
and claim of hir. Master and Lord. Some of you, perhaps, know 
something of his work in one of our public institutions devoted to the 
care of unfortunate women of the poorer class-too often more sinned 
against than sinning. For a number of years, often against the 
remonstrances of friends on the score of his health, he maintained on 
each Sunday afternoon a general service of worship and instruction 
for the inmates of the hospital, which was followed by a visit to the 
different wards, where he dispensed to the sick and helpless the 
promises of the Gospel, blended with wise and tender counsel and 
cheerful encouragement. No one knows, no one can know, no one 
ever will know till the day when the results of faithful ministry shall 
be reckoned up before God's judgment seat, the fruits of that quiet 
work. God only knows how many of those poor creatures he has 
saved from despair and encouraged to begin a new life. During two 
or three months he would gather a class of those whom he found 
susceptible (!>f religious influences, would instruct them in the rudiments 
of the faith, and encourage and develop their trust in their Saviour, 
and then he would apply to his pastor to spend some week day 
afternoon in conversation with them, and on the following Sabbath 
to conduct a communion service in the hospital chapel, and to receive 
their confession of faith. I know not how many I have thus received 
into Christian fellowship as the fruit of his labors. And through all 
the last weary years, and even up to a short time before his death, he 
kept his hand on that work and saw to it that it was maintained. 

"So he has passed away in the ripeness of his manhood, a 
living testimony to the power of Christ to inform character; another 
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added to the honor roll of this church. so rich in lI .. mes oi good men 
and women who have fought the good fight and have won the crown; 
another grain fallen into the ground, and dying. only to bring forth 
fruit that shall appear unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ." 

Mrs. White outlived her husband fourteen years, making 
her home, first with her sons in Brooklyn, and, after the 
marriage of her daughter, with her at Hanover, New Hamp­
shire, where she died, February 17th, 1904. 

Mrs. White was a woman of unusual attractiveness and 
personal charm. Her sympathy with those with whom she 
was associated- was quick and warm, and she bore a willing 
part in the benevolent and philanthropic agencies of the 
Church of which she was a member during all her married 
life. 

She was especially fond of little children, and interested 
herself in plans for their early training and development. It 
was this marked trait in her character that prompted her to 
collect poems and songs relating to infancy and childhood, 
and from these she at one time, for her own children and their 
baby friends, compiled a unique and dainty little book, 
containing the words and appropriate music of the most 
attractive of her collection. This was published in 1870, und~r 
the title, "Lullab'y: Heart Songs for Baby and Mamma," and 
dedicated; "To the Hallowed Circle of Little Ones, with a 
Mother's Love." 

At a later period, she was for a number of years a 
member of the "Women's Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church," and took a deep interest in its work, 
an interest continued without interruption even after her 
removal to Hanover precluded personal activity in its 
management. 
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CHILDREN OF CHARLES TRUMBULL AND GEORGIANA (STARIN) 

WHITE. 

Their second child and eldest daughter, Georgiana, died 
in infancy. The others are: 

I. Norman, eldest son of Charles Trumbull and 
Georgiana (Starin) White, was born July 10th, 1858. 

After leaving school, he entered upon a commercial life, 
taking a place in his father's office, in connection with the 
business of the manufacture of chemicals. Since the relin­
quishment of that undertaking, he has been engaged in New 
York in general commercial business. 

He married, June IOt~, 1885, Margaret Bonnett, 
daughter of William Lathrop and Hannah Maria Cowdrey, of 
New Rochelle, N ew York. 

Their children are: 
(I) Margaret Cowdrey, born April 5th, 1886; died 

August 29th, 1887. 
(2) Winifred Earle, born June 10th, 1888. 
(3) Louise Lathrop, born July 1st, 1892. 
(4) N orman, born March 18th, 1896. 
(5) Henry Gaylord Starin, born March 14th, 1898. 
(6) Constance Waldron, born March 3d, 1903; died 

August 5th. 1905. 

2. Gaylord Starin, second son of Charles Trumbull 
and Georgiana (Starin) White, was born March 3d, 1864. He 
graduated at Princeton College in 1886, and at the Union 
Theological Seminary in the city of New York in 189Q. He 
studied abroad at Berlin and Oxford from 1890 to 1892, and 
entered the ministry of the Presbyterian Church, being 
ordained by the Presbytery of New York, May 15th, 1892. 
He was assistant pastor of the Rutgers Riverside Church in 
the city of New York from May, 1892, to September, 1893. 
and pastor of the City Park Branch of the First Presbyterian 
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Church of Brooklyn, New York, from September, 1893, to 
May, 190I. Since that date he has been headworker of the 
Union Settlement in East One Hundred and Fourth Street 
in New York, and Director of Student Christian Work at the 
Union Theological Seminary. 

He married, June 6th, 1892, Sophie Douglass, daughter 
of James Hyde and Sophie (Douglass) Young. She was born 
May 29th, 1866. One of her forefathers, James Hyde. was 
also an ancestor of ht!r husband. 

Their children are: 
(I) Sophie Douglass, born April 3d, 1893. 
(2) Charles Trumbull, born October 6th, IB96. 
(3) Cleveland Stuart, born July 28th, 1900. 
(4) Katharine Gaylord, born April 9th, 1903. 

3. Anna Barnard, fourth child and second daughter 
of Charles Trumbull and Georgiana (Starin) White. was born 
August 8th, 187 I. 

She was married, January 4th, 1897, to Frank Gardner 
Moore. He is a son of the late Rev. Dr. William Eves and 
Harriet Francina (Foot) Moore, of Columbus, Ohio. 

His first ancestor in this country was James (or Jacob) 
Moore, who came from Londonderry, Ireland, to New Castle, 
Delaware, about 1718. The family was of Scotch ancestry 
and Saxon stock, but attached to the Clan Argyle. The line 
of descent comes down through (2) William, son of the above, 
who was born in Londonderry in 1688 (or 1689), and came to 
America with his father; (3) Jacob, born at New Castle about 
1730; (4) William, born December 28th, 1770, who settled at 
Mill Creek Hundred, Delaware, and was a captain of cavalry 
in the war of 1812; (5) Dr. Jacob, born April 29th, 1797. who 
graduated in medicine at the University of Pennsylvania in 
1817, and died at Glasgow, Delaware, May 5th, 1829; (6) Wil-
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Eves Moore held a very prominent place in the ministry of 
the Presbyterian Church, being for many years the pastor of 
the First Church of Columbus, Ohio, and for twenty years 
the permanent clerk of the General Assembly of the Church. 
He was the leading authority upon ecclesiastical law and usage, 
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was born September 25th, 

1865. His mother, Harriet Francina Foot, was the daughter 
of the Rev. George Foot and Anna Fisk, who was the great­
great-granddaughter of Ebenezer Bliss of Springfield, Massa­
chusetts, and his wife, Mary 0aylord, daughter of John Gay-
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Frank Gardner Moore graduated at Yale University in 
1886, and four years later received from his Alma Mater the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy. In 1893, he was appointed 
Assistant Professor of Latin at Dartmouth College, Hanover, 

and in Associate Prok"soE' 
Roman 

three children: 
Lawrence, bom 25th, 1897. 

(2) Roger Cleveland, born July 18th, 1900. 
(3) Janet Gaylord, born June 2d, 190 5. 
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IV. EMMA HALE WHITE. 

Emma Hale, fifth child and third daughter of Norman 
and Mary Abiah (Dodge) White, was born in New York City. 
August 19th, 1836. 

She married, April 5th, 1859. Dr. Benjamin Lee. Dr. 
Lee was born in Norwich, Connecticut, September 26th, 1833, 
and is a son of the late Right Rev. Alfred Lee, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Delaware, and for many years the Presiding Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. Dr. 
Lee's great-grandmother on his father's side was Mary Pitt, 
a favorite niece of the Earl of Chatham, America's staunch 
friend in the trying period of the Revolutionary War. His 
mother was Julia White, daughter of Elihu White and Sarah 
Trumbull, Mr. White having been a cousin of Daniel White, 
Jr., of Andover, and at one time a partner of Norman White. 
Mrs. Sarah Trumbull White was a granddaughter of Judge 
John Trumbull ()f Connecticut, a well known patriot and the 
author of "McFingal" and other political and patriotic poems. 
Also among his forbears upon his mother's side were three 
of the colonial governors of New England, namely, John 
Haynes, George Wyllis and John Leverett. Of these it may 
be briefly noted that John Haynes was the most conspicuous 
layman of the Thomas Hooker Company, whose eventful 
journey through the wilderness to found Hartford has been 
described in the account of Elder John White. * He left an 
ancestral estate of considerable extent in England to throw in 
his fortunes with those who esteemed the right to worship 
God according to the dictates of their consciences above all 
else. He was Governor of Massachusetts and the recognized 
civil leader; also first Governor of the Colony of Connecticut. 

* See page II. 
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George Wyllis, a Governor of Connecticut, was the 
proprietor of Wyllis Hall, to which the famous charter of the 
Colony was removed for safe keeping before it was finally 
secreted in the heart of the Charter Oak. 

Major-General John Leveret, commander of the 
fortifications in Boston Harbor, was Governor of Massachu­
setts in 1769, and was one of the early members of the Ancient 
and Honorable Artillery Company of Boston. 

Dr. Lee graduated at the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1852, and at the New York Medical College in 1856. 
After serving as resident physician in two of the New York 
hospitals, and pursuing his medical studies for a year and a 
half abroad, in Paris and Vienna, he entered upon the practice 
of his profession in New York City. During the Civil War, 
he was surgeon in the Twenty-second Regiment, N ew York 
National Guard, and in 1862 and 1863, with his regiment, was 
for some months in active service at the front. In 1865, he 
removed to Philadelphia, ann devoted his attention more 
especially to orthopedic surgery. 

He is a member of numerous medical so~ieties, both 
in this country and abroad; in 1884 was President of the 
American Academy of Medicine; in 1892 of the American 
Orthopedic Association; and in 1898 of the Conference of 
State and Provincial Boards of Health of North America. 

From 1885 to 1905, he was Secretary of the State 
Board of Health of Pennsylvania, and upon its reorganization 
in the latter year, was appointed "Assistant to the Commissioner 
of Health." 

In 1889, he supervised the sanitary and medical 
service in and about Johnstown, after the destruction caused 
by the great flood, and in IB91 was a member of the State 
Quarantine Commission, to select a site for a new station 
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on the Delaware Bay. In 1898-99, he was the Health Officer 
of Philadelphia. He is a specialist in the departments of 
orthopedic surgery, nervous affections and mechanical 
therapeutics, and introduced the method of self-suspension in 
the treatment of spinal affections. He has published several 
works upon subjects connected with his specialty, and has 
been a frequent contributor to the medical and surgical 
journals. In a sketch of his life, published in the volume, 
entitled, "Physicians and Surgeons of America," there are given 
the titles of fifty-seven such papers by Dr. Lee. 

For several years, Dr. and Mrs. Lee, with their family, 
have resided in Germantown, Pennsylvania. 

CHILDREN OF BENJAMIN AND EMMA HALE (WHITE) LEE. 

I. Mary, born in 1861. 
2. Julia White. horn in 1862. 

3. Elizabeth Leighton, horn in 1864. 
4. Anna Barnard, born in 1865: died in infancy. 
5. Leighton, born in 1866. 
6. Charles Trumbull, born in 1871. 
7. Faith Cleveland. horn in 1878. 

2. Julia White, second daughter of Dr. Benjamin and 
Emma Hale (White) Lee, married, October 20, 1885, Gf"orge 
A. Dunning, of Philadelphia. Mr. Dunning is the son of the 
late Robert D. Dunning. He graduated at Princeton 
University in 1879. For a time he was engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, but has for a number of years interested himself in 
literary work. 

Mrs. Dunning died February 2d. 1896. She was a 
woman of rare refinement and culture, an artist in painting 
and designing, and of a loveliness of character that endeared 
her to all who knew her. 
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In the preface to a beautiful record of "Memories," 
written by her mother and printed for private distribution, are 
the following tender words: 

"These memories of my dear daughter, Julia, I have 
been prompted to commit to paper by the feeling that her 
children, as they grew older, would naturally long to know 
something of the life-story and characteristic traits of the 
devoted mother who was taken from them while they were 
so young. I have been conscious, however, that, while many 
incidents of her childhood would interest them now, there is 
much of her maturer life which they can better ·appreciate 
when they are older. It is my hope that they will then 
recognize in this little record of the events of her life, the full 
beauty of her character, her Christian faith, and her conscien­
tious devotion to her religious duties. Her ready sympathy 
and her self-forgetfulness endeared her to all who knew her, 
and the tender love and sweetness which she bestowed upon 
those who were nearest and dearest to her, are to her mother 
among the most precious of these 'Memories.''' 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Dunning are three in 
number: Leighton, Frances and Norman White. 

In IB98 (March 3d), Mr. Dunning married Martha 
Gray Binney, of New York. 

5. Leighton, elder son of Dr. Benjamin and Emma 
Hale (White) Lee, was born in Philadelphia, October 5th, 
1866, and graduated at the University. of Pennsylvania in 
1887. He chose the profession of mechanical engineering, 
pursuing his studies in connection with the graduate depart­
ments of his Alma Mater. He obtained practical experience 
in the drafting department of the shipyards of the Messrs. 
Cramp & Co ... in Philadelphia, and of the Pusey-Jones Co., 
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in Wilmington, Delaware; crossing the ocean twice in the 
engine rooms of a transatlantic steamer to familiarize himself 
with the working of marine machinery. 

At a later period, he established himself in the practice 
of his profession in Philadelphia. 

He married, June 11th, 1890, Mary, daughter of 
William Wert J ttstice, of Germantown, a retired merchant, 
and a highly respected and public-spirited citizen. 

Mr. Lee died November 15th, 18gB, in Chicago, Illinois. 
in consequence of injuries received by falling from a train 
upon the elevated railroad in that city. 

He was a man thoroughly versed in his profession and 
of great promise. His work had already attracted attention, 
and a wide career of usefulness apparently opening before him 
was cut short by his early death. The following minute was 
adopted by the members of his class of the University of 
Pennsylvania : 

"WHEREAS, Through the inscrutable wisdom of the Divine 
Providence, our friend and classmate, Leighton Lee, has been taken 
from amongst us into a higher life, we, the Class of 'Eighty-seven. 
University of Pennsylvania, desire that our minutes shall testify to 
the respect and affection his character inspired and to the deep sorrow 
with which he mourn his loss. 

"As the faithful student and congenial comrade of class-room 
and campus; as the loyal friend whose presence gladdened our annual 
reunion, and whose hand grasped ours with such hearty sincerity; and 
finally, as the patient sufferer bearing the shock and cruel pain of 
his accident with such splendid courage-so has he always stood before 
us, in all and through all, a manly Christian gentleman." 

The children of Leighton and Mary (Justice) Lee are 
three in number: William Justice, Benjamin and Philip 
Leighton, the latter born after his fatht'r's death. Another 
child, a son, also named Leighton, died in infancy. 
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In 1904 (May 24th), Mrs. Lee married Joshua Coffin 
Chase, of St. Louis, Missouri. 

6. Charles Trumbull, younger son of Dr. Benjamin and 
Emma Hale (White) Lee, was born in Philadelphia, January 
7th, 1871• 

He graduated at the University of Pennsylvania in 
1892, and entered at once upon a business career. After 
several years experience in Philadelphia, he established himself 
upon a ranch in Wyoming, as a wool-grower, where he owns 
an extensive tract of land and very large flocks of sheep. 

V. JULIA CLEVELAND WHITE. 

Julia Cleveland, sixth child and fourth daughter of 
Norman and Mary Abiah (Dodge) White, was born at No. 
14 Ginton Place, New York, May 22d, 1838. 

She was married, November 4th, 1863, at her father's 
house, No. 2 West Thirty-sixth Street, to Charles Coit 
Johnson. 

Charles Coit Johnson was the son of Charles and 
Hannah (Coit) Johnson, of Norwich, Connecticut. His first 
ancestor in this country was Captain Edward Johnson, of 
Herne Hill, Kent Co., England, who was born in 1599, and in 
]630 came to this country, and, with a few who looked upon 
him as their leader, founded Woburn, Massachusetts. He was 
prominent in early colonial history, and was the author of 
the first history of New England, published in London in 
1654, and entitled, "Wonder Working Pro'l/idence of Sian's 
Sa'iJiaur." But five copies of this rare and valuable work are 
known to exist, one of which is now owned by Frederick 
Morgan Johnson, son of Charles Coit and Julia Cleveland 
(White) Johnson. 
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The fifth son of Captain Edward Johnson was John 
Johnson, and the line was continued through a son, grandson 
and great-grandson, named successively Obadiah. 

The third of that name was Colonel Obadiah Johnson, 
of Canterbury, Connecticut, who at the battle of Bunker Hill 
was Major in the regiment commanded by his friend and 
neighbor, Israel Putnam. 

His son, John Johnson, was the father of Charles 
Johnson, of Norwich, and the grandfather of Charles Coit 
Johnson, the husband of Julia Cleveland White. 

Charles Coit Johnson was born at Jewett City, 
Connecticut, March 21st, 1831, and through his great-great­
grandmother, Lydia Cleveland, the wife of the second Obadiah, 
was descended from Moses Cleveland, who was also an 
ancestor of his wife through her grandmother, Sarah 
Oeveland. 

He was educated at the famous old Academy at W ood­
stock, Connecticut, and in his youth and early manhood, being 
in delicate health and unable to enter business or professional 
life, he spent several years in travelling. Later he came to 
New York, and held various positions in railroad and banking 
offices. In 1862, he was appointed by President Lincoln, 
"Allotment Commissioner," for the Connecticut troops, and 
his duties under this appointment brought him, through 
sllccessive trips to the South, into intimate association with 
the regiments of his State in active service. 

After their marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson remained 
in New York until 1865, when they removed to Norwich, 
Connecticut, to be near to Mr. Johnson's father, wh? had 
no other children, and who had just lost his third wife. 

In Norwich, Mr. Johnson became the treasurer of the 
Norwich and New York Steamboat Line, holding the posibon 

Digitized by Google 



Julia Cleveland White. 139 

for several years, until he resigned to accept the treasurership 
of the Norwich Gas Company. With this company, which 
afterwards absorbed the Norwich Electric Light Company, he 
remained connected in various executive positions, being for 
five years its president, until two years before his death, failing 
health required him to relinquish the cares of business. Before 
retiring, he arranged in a very satisfactory manner the sale of 
the company to a newly organized corporation. 

In addition to the interests above mentioned, Mr. 
Johnson for many years gave much of his time to the Jewett 
City National Bank, in. which his father had been long 
interested, and also to the Norwich National Bank, succeeding 
his father as president of both institutions. 

Mrs. Johnson, whose health had been for several years 
somewhat impaired, died May 27th, 1893. 

Mrs. Johnson was a woman in whose character strength 
and sweetness were remarkably combined. As the head of 
her father's household, after the death of her mother and the 
marriage of her older sister, she presided with a dignity and 
grace that brightened the years of his loneliness and increas­
ingly endeared her to her brothers and sisters. In a letter 
previously given, her father expresses his appreciation of her 
attitude at this time. While endowed with unusual practical 
ability, admirably fitting her for executive duties, she was of 
a serene and sunny temper, which irradiated every circle into 
which she entered, and was an inestimable comfort and support 
to her husband in his later years of invalidism. Her religious 
life was clear and pronounced, and her influence, although 
quiet and unobtrusive, was recognized and feit by all with 
whom she associated. 

Mr. Johnson survived his wife three years, and died 
November 17th, 1896. 
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He was a man of marked ability and filled with success 
every position he occupied. Notwithstanding his ill health, 
he was a charming companion, eagerly welcomed in every 
social circle he entered. His conversation was bright and 
original, and enlivened by a play of wit and humor at times 
irresistible. In his later years of weakness and suffering, this 
would sometimes flash out between paroxysms of pain in a 
manner to astonish those who knew how greatly he suffered. 
He was never a robust man, and for twenty years was rarely 
free from pain. 

After his wife's death, he soon gave up his business life, 
as he was able to spend but a few hours a week at his desk. 
The last two years of his life, incapacitated for work and 
suffering much pain, were long and sad ones to him, brightened 
only by the calls of friends and the watchful care of his 
daughter. 

CHILDREN OF CHARLES COlT AND JULIA CLEVELAND (WHITE) 

JOHNSON. 

I. Charles Morgan, born February 4th, 1865; died 
May IQth, 1865. 

2. Herbert Stanley, born October 2d, 1866; died 
August 17th, 1872. 

3. Frederick Morgan, horn September 21st, 1868. 
4. Charles Stuart, born November 23d, 1871; died 

August 7th, 1872. 
5. Elsie Cleveland, born December 11th, 1874. 

3. Frederick Morgan, third son of Charles Coit and 
Julia Cleveland (White) Johnson, was born in Norwich, 
Connecticut. 
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He prepared for college at the Norwich Free Academy, 
and graduated at Yale University in ISgI. He entered busi­
ness in N ew York, and after spending two years in a banking 
house, became connected with the New York Life Insurance 
Company, where he holds the position of Premium Cashier. 

He married, June 17th, 1903, Janet Posey Smith, of 
Louisville, Kentucky, daughter of Adam Thomas and Mary 
Jane (Scott) Smith, and the granddaughter of Dr. Matthew 
Smith, of Rushville, Indiana, who, after completing his 
education at the University of Dublin and the Medical College 
of Glasgow, Scotland, came to this country in 1826, to enter 
upon the practice of medicine. 

5. Elsie Cleveland, fifth child, and only daughter of 
Charles Coit and Julia Cle'veland (White) Johnson, was born 
at Norwich, Connecticut. 

She married, December 15th, 1902, John Marbury 
Reynolds, born in Washington, D. c., March 19th, 1877. 

He is the son of Henry Lee Reynolds and Mary Wilson 
(Hill) Reynolds, a daughter of the Rev. Stephen P. Hill, of 
Washington, D. c., and a niece of the late W. W. Corcoran. 
Mr. Reynolds' first ancestor in this country was John Rey­
nolds, who settled in Norwich, Connecticut, in 1659. His 
house, built In that same year, is standing, and has always 
remained in possession of the family. Mr. Reynolds was 
educated at the Preparatory Academy in Norwich, and studied 
law for two years, but afterward entered upon a business life, 
in which he still continues. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds have one child, a daughter, 
Julia Cleveland, born December 6th, 1903. 
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VI. HELEN CLEMENT WHITE. 

Helen Clement, ninth child and fifth daughter of Norman 
and Mary Abiah (Dodge) White, was born in New Rochelle, 
New York, her father's country residence; July 26th, 1843. 

She was married, April 4th, 1866, at the Brick Presby­
terian Church, New York City, by her brother, the Rev. 
Erskine N. White, to Arthur Wellesley Parsons, son of 
Edward Lambe and Matilda (Clarke) Parsons. 

Mr. Parsons' first ancestor of whom there is record was 
(I) Johannes Parsons, of Cubbington, Warwickshire, England. 
He was a farmer of standing in Warwickshire, and died 
November 24th, 1615. Following him, the family line 
descends through (2) Thomas. whose wife's name was Philippa; 
(3) Thomas, born September 2d, 1638, wife's name Elizabeth; 
(4) Edward (1675-1722) and Susanna; (5) William (1712-1745), 
fourth child and eldest son, who married Anne Lambe (1707-
1757); (6) John (1742-1797), fifth child and third son, who 
married Mary I:~ell (1746-1792); (7) John, born 1774, second 
child and eldest son, who married Elizabeth Hewitt; (8) 
Edward Lambe, who was the father of Arthur Wellesley 
Parsons. John Parsons, the grandfather of Arthur, removed 
from Warwickshire to Manchester, arid engaged in manufac­
turing, being almost the first to use power looms in cotton 
spinning, and the firm of which he was the head, "Par­
sons & Houldsworth," still continues as "Ht>uldsworth & Co." 
He established agencies in this country, and it was to visit 
the one in New York that his son, Edward Lambe, first came 
to America. The visit resulted in his settling here, and 
soon after marrying, in 1828, Matilda, daughter of Ebenezer 
Clark, of Rye, New York. In 1838, upon a voyage to 
England, his vessel was wrecked at the mouth of the Mersey, 
and he was among the lost. The name of his firm stood so 
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. high that when the Coates sought the American trade, they 
by agreement introduced their cotton under its name. 

Arthur Wellesley, son of Edward Lambe and Matilda 
(Clark) Parsons, was born in New York City, January 20th, 
1838. 

He was a merchant, engaged (with his brother, William 
H. Parsons) in the manufacture and sale of paper. He 
bought property at Rye, near the home of his maternal 
grandfather, and established there his summer residence. He 
was for many years a member of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church in New York, and active in its religious and benevolent 
work, so long as his health permitted. 

He died in New York City, May 22d, 1884. The 
respect and esteem in which he was universally held are well 
described in the following notice, which appeared in the N C'lll 

York Observer: 

"The announcement of the death, upon the 22d ult., of Mr. 
Arthur W. Parsons, brings sadness to a large circle of relatives and 
friends. He was for many years conspicuously active in the benevo­
lent enterprises of this city, as well as in its business circles. A 
member of the Brick Presbyterian Church and one of its officers, he 
was for a number of years the very efficient superintendent of its 
Sabbath school. and the faithful friend and fellow-helper of the pastor 
in all that concerned the interests of the church. He was a man of 
great practical wisdom, energetic and successful in business, benevo­
lent and genial in his social relations, and, above all, fervent and 
devoted in his religious life. The funeral services were held at Rye, 
in the beautiful church, in the erection of which Mr. Parsons had 
taken peculiar interest, and he was buried in the family vault in the 
adjoining church-yard." 

In the same journal, the Rev. Dr. James O. Murray, 
of Princeton College, and at one time his pastor, pays the 
following tribute to his memory: 
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"The notice of the death of Arthur W. 'Parsons will call up 
sacred and tender memories in many hearts: for the life which has 
ended its earthly stage combined attractive natural qualities. Its 
gentleness was blended with force of character. It inspired confidence 
by a transparent lIincerity and quiet earnestness. It drew to ,itself 
with magnetic force the love and esteem of all w'ho ever knew him 
as a companion or friend. To these natural qualities his Christian 
faith imparted its own peculiar strength and beauty. He was a 
Christian singularly bright and hopeful in tone, firm and fearless' 
in his convictions, devoted and consistent in Christian work. In the 
Brick Church in New York City, of which he was a member, he has 
left a blessed memory-for his labors of love as well as for his pure 
example. The writer of this notice was for years his pastor, and 
recalls with a mournful satisfaction the unostentatious yet unsparing 
fidelity to his church relations and duties; recalls, too, that charming 
affectionateness which threw such grace over his home life and which 
brings now such a throng of happy memories to that broken circle. 
It pleased God in His mysterious Providence during the last few years 
to place him under shadows-shadows caused by serious and 
distressing illness. But as we gazed upon him lying so peacefully 
asleep on that serene eventide of his burial, all our hearts were 
comforted as we remembered that for him 'death was swallowed up 
in victory.''' 

Since her husband's death, Mrs. Parsons has resided 
at Rye, in the house there built by Mr. Parsons. 

CHILDREN OF ARTHUR WELLESLEY AND HELEN CLEMENT 

1880. 

(WHITE) PARSONS. 

I. Edward Lambe, born May 18th, 1868. 
2. Grace Stanley, born November 6th, 186g. 
3. Maud Wellesley, born October 30th, 1872. 
4. Anna Marselus, born October 22d, 1876. 
S. Mary Hewitt, born October 9th, 1878. 
6. Oement, born May 22d, 1880; died August 8th, 

I. Edward Lambe, eldest child of Arthur Wellesley and 
Helen Oement (White) Parsons, was born May 18th, 1868. 
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He prepared for college in New York, and graduated 
at Yale University in I88g, and at Union Theological Seminary 
in 1892. After spending two years in study abroad, principally 
in Germany, he entered the Protestant Episcopal Church, and 
December 23d, 1894, was ordained deacon by Bishop Law­
rence o,f Massachusetts; and June 9th, 1895, presbyter, by 
Bishop Potter of N ew York. He served as assistant minister 
at Grace Church in New York in 1894 and 1895; was rector 
of Trinity Church, Menlo Park, California, 18g6 to 1900; of 
the Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo; California, 1900 to 
1904; and since 1904, of St. Mark's Church, Berkeley, Cali­
fornia. He was a teacher in the New York Training School 
for Nurses in 1894 and 1895; instructor in Philosophy at 
Stanford University, 1897 to 1902: and lecturer in the Phil­
osophy of Religion in the Church Divinity School of the 
Pacific, 1902 to 1904. . 

He married, May 18th, 1897, Bertha De Forest (born 
March 17th, 1872), daughter of George Jarvis Brush (Professor 
of Mineralogy and Director of the Sheffield Scientific School 
oy Yale University), and Harriet Trumbull. 

Mrs. Parsons' ancestors upon her father's side settled 
early in the seventeenth century upon Long Island. Her 
mother's ancestors at about the same period settled in Massa­
chusetts, but later removed to Connecticut, and her great­
great-grandfather in this line was the well known Jonathan 
Trumbull, Governor of Connecticut during the Revolution, 
the intimate friend and counsellor of George Washington, and 
as playfully denominated by him, "Brother Jonathan," so 
traditionally the prototype of that personification of the 
American people. 

Mr. and Mrs. Parsons have two children: 
(I) Arthur Wellesley, born September 27th, 1900. 
(2) Harriet Trumbull, born October 26th, 190I. 
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2. Grace Stanley, second child and eldest daughter of 
Arthur Wellesley and Helen Clement (White) Parsons, was 
born November 6th, 1869. 

She. was married, at Rye, New York, October 10th, 
1895, to Henry Brooks Davis, son of Daniel Hamilton Brooks 
and Jeanette E. (Peck) Davis. 

His first ancestor in this country was (I) George Davis, 
who was born in Wales in 1703, emigrated to this country, 
and died in Bound Brook, New Jersey, in 1774; (2) Isaac, son 
of George, was born in Somersett County, New Jersey, May 
24th, 1743, and died September 23d, 1819; (3) John Davis, son 
of Isaac, and grandfather of Henry Brooks Davis, was born 
in Bound Brook, New Jersey, November 4th, 1801, was a 
physician in New York for many years, and died March 7th, 

1883· 
Through his mother, Henry Brooks Davis was 

descended from (I) William Peck, who came to this country 
from London in the ship Hector, in company with Governor 
Eaton and the Rev. John Davenport, arriving in Boston, June 
26th, 1637. He was one of the founders of the New Haven 
Colony, and a signer of its "Agreement," or Constitution, 
dated June 4th, 1639. His son (2), Jeremiah, who came to 
America with his father, was a man of education, and became 
headmaster of the Collegiate School in New Haven, afterwards 
well known as the "Hopkins Grammar School." He after­
wards was in charge of several churches in New Jersey and 
Connecticut, and is remembered as a teacher and preacher of 
great usefulness in the frontier settlements of-his day. From 
him, the family line coptinues through (3) Samuel, born 
January 18th, 1659, in Guilford, Connecticut, died in Green­
wich, Connecticut, April 28th, 1746; (4) Theophilus, born in 
Greenwich, Connecticut, March, 1702, died at Round Hill, 
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Connecticut; November 7th, 1783; (5) Samuel, born in Green­
wich, Connecticut, January 22d, 1739, died there March 21st, 
1798; (6) Jared, born February 27th, 1773, died May, 1842; 
(7) James Hervey, born February 20th, 1800, died at Port 
Chester, New.York, April 22d, 1872, wh<? ~as the father of 
Mrs. Jeanette E. (Peck) Davis, and grandfather of Henry 
Brooks Davis. 

Henry Brooks Davis is the head of the firm of Davis & 
Robinson, Real Estate Brokers, of New York City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davis have three children: 
(I) Helen Arthur, born August 19th, 18g6. 
(2) Daniel Hamilton Brooks (second), born January 

9th, 18gB. 
(3) Welle~ley Parsons (a daughter), born June 22d, 

1905· 

VII. GRACE STANLEY WHITE. 

Grace Stanley, tenth child and sixth daughter of Norman 
and Mary Abiah (Dodge) White, was born at NO.4 Gramercy 
Park, New York, April 4th, 1845. 

She married, October 17th, 1866, Henry Gaylord 
Starin, of Auburn, New York. 

Henry Gaylord Starin was born in Auburn, July 8th, 
1844, and is of Dutch descent. His father, Josiah Nelson 
Starin, was the son of Henry Wemple and Chloe (Gaylord) 
Starin, and was the.fifth in line from Nicholas Ster, who came 
from the Province of Guelderland, Holland, in 16g6, and settled 
in the Mohawk Valley, where he bought a large tract of land. 
Henry Wemple Starin'.s maternal grandfather, Hendrick 
Wemple, also from Holland, was one of the twelve original 
proprietors of the Manor of Schenectady. Josiah Nelson 
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Starin's mother, Chloe Gaylord, belonged to the old New 
England family of that name, who were among the first settlers 
of Dorchester and Windsor, Connecticut. 

Through Anna Porter, who in 1643 or 1644 married 
William Gaylord, an ancestor, Chloe Gaylord was descended 
from John Porter of Windsor, who married Anna, daughter 
of Robert White of Messing, England, and doubly descended 
through William and Chloe's son, William, who married Ruth 
Crow, daughter of John Crow and Elizabeth Goodwin, who 
was a great-granddaughter of the same Robert White. In this 
way, Henry Gaylord Starin and Grace Stanley White had in 
Robert White of Messing a common ancestor. Chloe Gay­
lord also numbered among her progenitors the Rev. John 
Davenport, one of the original colonists of N ew Hav~n, 
Connecticut, and one of the founders of Yale College, whose 
granddaughter, Elizabeth Davenport, married the fifth William 
Gaylord, Ruth Crow's grandson and Chloe's great-grandfather. 

Henry Gaylord Starin's mother was Andalucia Henry, 
for whose family he was named. She was the daughter of 
Nicholas and Esther (Candee) Henry, and belonged to a 
branch of the same family as Patrick Henry, of Revolutionary 
fame. Her mother, Esther Candee, claimed descent from Jean 
de Conde, a friend and follower of Admiral CoIigny, with 
whom he was associated at the time of the St. Bartholomew 
massacre. Escaping to England, and being provided for by 
Queen Elizabeth, his grandson, John Candee, came to New 
England in 1639, and settling in Boston, became the founder 
of the American family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gaylord Starin, after their mar­
riage, lived for five years in Auburn, in the home of Mr. 
Starin's parents, he being connected with a bank in that city. 
In December, 1871, they came to New York, where Mr. Starin 
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became associated in husiness with his brother-in-law, Charles 
Trumbull White. Later, this firm was dissolved, and in 1883 
he entered into business r.elations with John Wyeth & Brother, 
Manufacturing Chemists, in Philadelphia, with which firm he 
is still connected as Secretary of the company. 

For a number of years, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Starin 
has been in Germantown, a suburb of Philadelphia. 

CHILDREN OF HENRY GAYLORD AND GRACE STANLEY 

(WHITE) STARIN. 

I. Helen Clement, born September 6th, 1867. 
2. Georgiana Gaylord, born October 1st, 1872. 
3. Arthur Nelson, born September 29th, 1875. 
4. Mary Beatrice, born July 5th, 1883.* 

2. Georgiana Gaylord, second daughter of Henry 
Gaylord and Grace Stanley (White) Starin, married, June 19th, 
1894, Dr. Robert Lucas Pitfield. 

Dr. Pitfield was born in Germantown, Pa., February 
28th, 1870, and is the son of Benjamin Henry and Francis 
(Pleasants) Pitfield, both of whom were birthright members 
of the Society of Orthodox Friends, Benjamin's mother, 
Elizabeth, being a well known preacher in the old Twelfth 
Street Meeting of Philadelphia. 

The following romantic incident is related in the family 
history: 

"A pretty story is told of Benjamin's grandparents, Benjamin 
Pitfield and Grace Lucas. Benjamin was an officer in His Majesty 
George the Third's army during the Revolutionary War, and while 
stationed in the s;lburbs of Philadelphia, he used to see Grace ride 
in irom the country on a pillion behind her father. The gay young 

* The engagement of Mary Beatrice Starin to Thomas Wi star. 
son of Edward Morris Wi star, of Philadelphia, has been (1905) 
announced. 
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officer lost his heart to the demure little Quaker maiden, but his suit 
was frowned upon by the stern old father, who did not wish so worldly 
a son-in-law. 'Whereupon an elopement was planned and carried out, 
with the aid of a rope ladder from Grace's window and a fleet steed, 
the runaway couple securing the aid of a dominie before they were 
caught by father Lucas, who then had nothing to do but to give them 
his blessing, which he did, adding the household silver, which is still 
in the family. It is said that, of the sons, all followed in their mother's 
footsteps. and became strict Friends, while the daughters preferred 
the Church of England, to which their father belonged." 

Robert Lu~as Pitfield graduated from the Friends 
School at Westover, Pennsylvania, and from the Medical 
Department of the University of Pennsylvania, taking his 
degree of M. D. in May, 18g2. He served a year as l'Intern" 
in the German Hospital in Philadelphia, and in May, 18g3, 
entered upon the practice of medicine in Germantown, Penn­
sylvania, where, with his family, he still resides. 

Dr. and Mrs. Pitfield have had five children: 
(1) An infant son, born April 25th, 18g5; died April 

26th, 1895. 
(2) Georgiana Gaylord, born April 21st, 18g6. 
(3) Dorothy Pemberton, born September 9th, 1897; 

died January 6th, 18gB. 
(4) Helen Clement, born October 15th, ISgg. 
(5) Robert Lucas, Jr., born June 9th, 1902. 
Although their father has never resigned his member-

ship in the Society of Friends, the children have all been 
baptized in the Presbyterian Church. 

3. Arthur Nelson, third child and only son of Henry 
Gaylord and Grace Stanley (White) Starin, entered Princeton 
University in 18g3, but, owing to temporary ill health, with­
drew the following spring. In October, 18g4, he entered the 
Penn National Bank of Philadelphia, where he remained until 
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April, IB99, when he became connected with the Philadelphia 
National Bank. He remained there until March, 1904, when 
he accepted a position in the treasurer's office of "The Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company," which he still (1905) holds. 

He married, June 2d, 1900, Laura Corse Pitfield, a 
sister of his brother-in-law, Dr. Pitfield. Mrs. Starin was born 
November 30th, 1873, in Germantown, Pennsylvania. She 
was brought up in the Society of Friends, but after her 
marriage united with the Presbyterian Church. Her mother, 
Frances Pleasants Pitfield, was the daughter of Caleb and 
Martha (Reeve) Pleasants, both of whose ancestors had been 
Friends for many generations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur N. Starin have one son: 
Henry Gaylord, Jr., born November 11th, 1902. 

VIII. FREDERICK BARNARD WHITE. 

Frederick Barnard, fifth son and eleventh child of 
Norman White and only child of Anna Hale (Barnard) White, 
was born at No. 2 West Thirty-sixth Street, New York, 
February lith, 1862. 

He prepared for college in New York and graduated 
at Princeton University in 1883. 

Early in his college course, he became interested in the 
study of architecture, and spent all of his spare hours in reading 
upon the subject. Having, as it proved, great natural ability 
in the direction of this branch of art, coupled with a practical 
and forceful character, he commenced, while still an under­
graduate, to practice in what soon proved to be his chosen 
profession. 

Sundry small commissions in connection with altera­
tions and improvements of buildings at Princeton came to his 

Digitized by Google 



Frederick Barnard White. 

hand, and by the knowledge he had acquired, not only from 
books, but practically from all sorts of manufacturers and 
artizans, he was able to carry these out satisfactorily, and to 
open a way to larger work. In his junior year he received 
his first actual commission, involving the enlargement of a 
hotel, and the building of a cottage. 

Upon graduating, he became a pupil of Professor Ware 
of Columbia College, and also entered the office of Potter, 
Robertson & Lord, to perfect himself in the routine of his 
professional work. 

He soon opened an office of his own, and almost 
immediately obtained commissions which fully occupied all of 
his time. 

In October, 1884, he was elected a member of the 
American Institute of Architects, probably the youngest 
candidate ever admitted. 

During the following year, commissions were constant, 
and work pressed heavily upon him. His strength and vital 
energy were too heavily taxed, but, like many another 
ax:nbitious and conscientious youth, he did not recognize the 
fact that his health was being surely and rapidly undermined. 

In December, 1885, he was prostrated with an attack 
of pneumonia, and from that date he rapidly failed, until May 
22d, 1886, when he passed away, at the early age of twenty­
four. 

Few young men have made such rapid progress in 
professional work as was permitted to him. Not only had he 
designed and built a large number of cottages and several 
more pretentious buildings, but his work from its artistic 
merit had attracted the attention of men prominent in his 
profession. 

His drawings were exhibited at the Salmagundi, the 
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Academy and the Architectural League exhibitions, and the 
winter before his death the Boston Art Club had requested 
the loan of his Academy pictures for the spring exhibition, 
when they were noticed with commendation. The following 
record upon the minutes of the Architectural League indicates 
the esteem in which he was held: 

'The Architectural League of New York is, with sorrow, called 
upon to record the loss of a gifted and promising member, Frederick 
B. White, whose high ideals and singularly bright and attractive nature 
had earned for him the respect and affection of those who knew him. 
While yet a student at Princeton College, and without any special 
architectural training, he gave indications of unusual fitness for the 
proiession he chose, and into the independent practice of which 
circumstances forced him at an earlier age than he would himself, 
perhaps, have chosen. At the age of twenty-five, and only three years 
after he had bid adieu to his Alma Mater, he had already designed 
and executed, besides many smaller buildings, a number of important 
works. the excellent qualities of which seemed to promise a brilliant 
future. In his death the profession loses a practitioner who took a 
serious and lofty view of his art, and the League a brilliant member." 

In another notice of his death, the following words are 
used: 

"To the manual dexterity of the draughtsman and the inven­
tiveness of the designer, he added the judgment of the man of culture 
and the organizing ability of the man of affairs, and so seemed to 
possess most of the qualities which the true architect should have. 
His professional enthusiasms were justly balanced, and the standard 
by which he measured his own work a high one. 

"His remarkable success in the practice of his profession was 
due partly to his amiability and winning manners, which won for him 
a host of friends and clients, and also to his indOefatigable industry, 
natural taste and special aptitude for construction. 

"So far as he had gone, he was master of his profession, and 
the self-confidence that this gave, united with a naturally decisive 
temper, Inspired in his clients the great personal confidence and respect 
which lay at the bottom of his success. This was enhanced by the 

Digitized by Google 



154 Descendants of Norman White. 

orderly way he conducted his affairs and the carefully elaborated 
system upon which his office was carried on. 

"His ability and force, and the capacity for enjoyment that 
made it delightful to have to do with him in any of the relations of 
life, admirable as they were, are hardly to be held up for imitation, 
for these things are gifts of nature. But in his modesty, high­
mindedness, perfect truthfttlness and sincerity, and in the generous 
pursuit of every means of self-improvement, he was a model and 
an example." 

Reviewing this account of the descendants of Norman 
White, we find that to the present time (1905) they have 
numbered eighty-three, viz., eleven children, thirty-two grand­
children, and forty great-grandchildren. If to this number 
we add the names of those who have married descendants­
viz., twenty-one-the total is one hundred and four. 

As illustrative of the interweaving of the ancestral lines 
of New England families, to which reference has been 
previously made, it is interesting to notice that in at least 
seven different instances of marriages above recorded, the 
husband and wife find themselves descended from a common 
ancestor. 

I. Norman White's first wife, Mary Abiah Dodge, 
through her mother was the great-great-granddaughter of the 
Rev. Aaron Porter, who was directly descended from John 
Porter of Windsor, Connecticut, whose wife was Anna White, 
daughter of Robert White of Messing, England. 

2. Benjamin Lee and Emma Hale White were both, 
through different lines, great-great-grandchildren of Joel 
White, of Bolton, Connecticut. 

3. Charles Coit Johnson, through his great-great­
grandmother, Lydia Cleveland, was descended from Moses 
Oeveland, who was an ancestor in the same degree of Julia 
Cleveland White, his wife. 
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4. Georgiana Starin, wife of Charles Trumbull White, 
through her grandmother, Chloe Gaylord, was descended, 
through both William Gaylord and John Crow, from Robert 
White, both of them having married granddaughters of his. 

5. Henry Gaylord Starin, who . married Grace Stanley 
White, held to her the same relationship. 

6. In the next generation, Sophie Douglass Young, 
who married Gaylord S. White, was, through her father, 
descended from James Hyde, who was also, as a great-grand­
father of Mary Abiah Dodge, an ancester of Gaylord's. 

7. Frank Gardner Moore, who married Anna Barnard 
White, was, through his mother, descended from William 
Gaylord, who married Anna Porter, a daughter of John Porter, 
who married Anna, daughter of Robert White. 

In closing this record of ancestral lines, the Editor may 
be permitted to express the hope, which he is confident will be 
echoed by all of his kinsmen and kinswomen, that it may not 
be without value as an encouragement and incentive in the 
lives of those who now are, or who may be hereafter, numbered 
among the descendants of 

NORMAN WHITE. 
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